
MANASSAS BUSINESS COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
July 5, 2018

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Hepburn, Mary Jo Christenson, Bennett 
Whitlock, Nicholas Pascale, James Rudzenski

MEMBERS ABSENT: Carmela Patrick, Sean Porter, Sheyna Nicole Burt

STAFF PRESENT: Patrick Small, Economic Development Director

GUESTS PRESENT:         W. Patrick Pate, City Manager

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM AND ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Chairman Scott Hepburn called the meeting to order and a quorum was determined.

MINUTES

Chairman Hepburn presented the Minutes of May 5th.  On a motion by Nicholas Pascale
and with a second by James Rudzenski, the Minutes were adopted as presented by 
unanimous vote of the members present.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW

Patrick Small gave a power point presentation providing the members an overview of 
economic development as a practical field.  Mr. Small began the presentation by 
explaining that economic development is a phrase commonly used but not entirely 
understood. He discussed the various types of economic development programs in 
different communities, the partnerships it involves with other organizations and the role 
of economic developers as change agents and ombudsmen for the business 
community.  The balance of the presentation focused on the key areas of business 
attraction, retention and expansion as well as the sales cycle for new business 
attraction, marketing and real estate development.

The second presentation given by Patrick Small was specific to economic development 
in Manassas and included an overview of the City’s economic climate. Mr. Small 
highlighted the key areas his department focuses on and why a new business would 
choose Manassas.  He concluded the presentation by sharing the performance metrics 
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and economic indicators used to track the success of the City’s economic development 
program, the economic health of the community and to guide future work.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm.




